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Pen license checklist  
To earn a Pen Licence, all handwriting (not just in handwriting book) must show the following:
	· All letters are correctly formed
	

	· All “ x – height” letters are consistent in size
	

	· All ascenders and descenders are correct height/ length
	

	· All letters joined correctly 
	

	· Capital letters are larger than lower case letters
	

	· Spaces between letters are the right size ( not too squashed or stretched
	

	· Spaces between words are the right size ( not too small or big) 
	

	· Date and LO underlined with a ruler
	

	· Work looks neat 
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THE JOINS

Joins between leters ncrease the spee, hythm and ease of
writng without recucing ebily. n son Handiritng,
e 26 lowr ac leters have been dhided o fue g

st =
‘groups (which are not the same as the letter setsffamiles) el —
Searing o nenee of e jon ey e e PLATLY T
oo e s st o 18]

are rever made. (3 poges8-3 for detasof the ining S descender

Sroups andlcter sets) The jins are taught in Pupi B0k 18 |
‘v procce s provided n sl suseauent books

Joining

Lening etter s ntroduced midway through year one, anlorcncechilden can cofidenty form an wite
Ietes corectly This helps with speln, 3 reseach s us that seing words s whole, atherthan  seies of
Isolated etes, helps us memoris and spel words corecty. Jined wriong a1 hlps pupis wrt e, incras-
g the spee af wriing and lsency. Neion Aanduriig teaches the four fins a thesame ime s taoching the
leter seidtamiles

The first join
The i o any mermer of foing rcup 10 any member o jining roup 2 s made with eactly the same
movement s a dlagonal o rom ane e o he st o he e

in

Teaching th fis handwrisng o i nked to the leter sexniles:

« When th fis diagonal o s ntoduce, from th bottom of a sl eter 1 the to ofthe net, i teach
thediagonal e o et 1 eters f, ... 1 ac, 2

« ThissTllowed by the iagonal oin o Set 2 eters .., 4,1

« Then ciagonl oin o 5et 3 lettes .., o, . ap

Final the diagonsl i t St 4 lters .3, aw, o, o s

‘The second join
e jin fom any membero ining 0oup 1t any memberof ining oup 3 hesame s h frst o
excptthatth o maes he scede iy up the e and hen coninus 1 the 10 o th e

iU

Teachingthe second handrtingJin s inked o letter failes to:

 The secondjin, a diagonal o from the botzom of  small eter 1 th topof an scender, s aught sing
Sot Tleters st then'Set 2, 3.and 5
«Forexample to S 1 letrs f of uf o Set 2 letes L, ;S 3 lters c, ch.

‘The third join .

The in from any member f foning aroup 4 o any member of ining group 2 hoizontal cuve because
hejoinsfrom he xheght of ne eter o the x hightof the et

°g

Teaching th third jin, the horizontal o from th to of e etr across and 0 the t0p of the ext, s also
‘aught sing et familes:

T i o5t trs ., v, 563 s n, s s 4 s v
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The fourth join

Th foi fom any member o oining graup 4 o any membe o ininggroup 3 s he same s th fs jon
xcept that 1 Gos from the x eight ofonelter 10 the t of o acander of th st

ob

The fourth fin s the o from th topof asmal et o the 105 o a ascender
o set 1 ltters e, f. £ t0set 20w, Set 3 .. o, k.

The break letters

Jins € ner made after th eters 1 aroup. No oin s ever e o or from he et . A smll space
$h0uId beleft aftr each break tter 5 that i paced 5 eveny s the Jomd lenar

The ltters e and s hve slightly varing ors bacause thelshapesdepend o the nature o the preceding i
Attention s draun 1o thse specal aes i Pupl Books 1A, 18.0nd 2

A5 the iz o witingdecreaes, chlen should b encouraged to decessth space betwen words By the
tme chidren are using PUpl Bock 1A ths oceshould e e width of alowes cove Ieter o and on spac
Detween twolnes of it shouldbe about e the it of thi rter

Teaching the joined style

I the ary sagesthe corec movements a mare importan than the appearance of the witng, Chiren

should be dacouraged fom forming wricng with ncorec movements, sven f thy manage t schievs reuts

hat appear satfocton. Howeve i later stages amore ol sty b around Netson Handwring

encouraged

+ A3 joined handuitng s a movement kil s ssentil forteachrs o provide demonsration. The Neban
Handuriting olne tesching sotware s usful for ti: you can sk st whieboords or fipcharcs

* Observe indiiduasas much s posible il they practse. This enbies the teacher  recognie an correct
o habits s thy .

 Tal the chidren throush the proces, sing appropriate anguage

 Encourage chiren o verbalse what they 3r doing fom e o ime. This ives  window nto the thought
procese they are sing 3 they e

st ke il need wtrapractce with making th o Th Pupi Books and Resources and Assesment
ook provide ample materil for thi

 Encouraging chidren t us the baichandritingpatterns both for practce an for decorativepurposes s &
aluable techniue
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NELSON HANDWRITING AND
THE STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS
ebon Hondwriing s been deveoped n resporse o thesims of the ttutory curiciafo handiting

A rough guide to year groups i provided below; however, the resources could be used with older or younger
children who have an dentifed need.

o5 Sarereve
s . ook 118

o ooz

7 oo B
los ookt

510 S0k

011 ook
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e National Curricalum

Handuwriting
Pupils should be taugh o

- formlower-case leters of the correct iz relativ t one another

- strt using scme o the lagonal and horizotal sokes needed o in
Tetes ad undertan which Iter, when SG1ScEnt 1 ona andthe
are s et unjoined

- ke coptl eters and digs of the orrectsix,orienation and
Teiationinp 1o one another n 1 lower e et

- s sacing btween words thatreflcts th sz o the leters

Handiwritng devers these aims

I Year 2, Netson Handwriting reises th preiouslyfeaned join with an
mphas on rlatv height. Chren 6 <o their @i of owr e
20 copal eters and pracise forming them withconsitency

Chidren are s given the ppertunity o continue to practse using
print etas and 3re Iniroduced o he ea that som leirs e bstef.
njaned when it 10 oxhr eters

Notes and quidance (non-satuton)

Pupis should revise and practe correct tter formaton requently They
5hould be aught owrte witha foined syie a 00n 3 they can form
lcors sacuroy with the orret orenttion.

Froquent pracice and reptiion s at the hortof Nelson The
courseprowdes ample opportunty for chlen o refng her witng Sl as
her mator controlmproves
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England: National Curriculum for English

The sims of the new National Currculum

Year 1

Handwiting B

Pupils should be taught o:

« sitcorrecty at  table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly

« beginto form lower-caselettersin the correct direction, starting and
fnihing in the right place

- form capital leters

+ form digits 09

« understand which ltters belong o which handriting ‘familes e leters
that are formed insimiler ways) and to practis these.

[ —

Nelson Handwriting supports chidren from the earlest stages of learing
o write. Guidance s iven i the Teacher's Book about how to create the
Conditions for good wrting: stmosphere, seating and posture, and pencll and
en arip. Each Pupil Book has  flap o the front cover which reminds children
Pow 1o prepare for writing

Al of the lower-case and capita ettrs ae covere i the Workbooks and
nline teaching software, with cear and consstent nstructions abou how to
Sart and fnish letters. The digts 09 are covered too.

I Year 1, Nelsan Handwriting oroups theleters into handwiiting fariles,
. lttersthat are formed in similar ways, and children practse these in &
cumulative manner.

Notes and guidance (non-statutory)

Handwriting requiresfrequent and discrete, direct teaching. Pupil should
e able to form letters correctly and confidently. The size of the writing
implement (penll, pen) should not be too large for @ young pupif's hand.
Whatever s being used should allow the pupil to hold It easly and correctly
50 that bad habits are avoided.

Lefthanded pupils shoul recevespecific teaching o meet their needs.

Nelson Handwritng s designed to be used It and often. The Teacher's
Book gives quidance on direct eaching, and the online teaching
Software gives amimated demonstrations of each lcter and oin

The Teacher’s Book lso gives useful quidance about efthanded pupils
and their specific needs in terms of gip, posture and paper alignmen. A
Teft-hander's version of the Pupil Book cover fap is avaiable i the Resorces
and Assessment Baoks.
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Hondriing Throughout Years 3 and &, chiden continue to pracise and develop
- thie handurting kil Th dea o wiing wih ot irodced for |
. . e s me.Nelson Handvwriing broispractice i fonng s
| puplsshouid b taught o iagonal and horiontaluckes ot el 55 e ek e ot e est
e . There s an e an 9acing e corscendy and oo
+usethe diagonal and horzontal srokes that are e i ttrs | keaping scendirs and Sesendens i posonion
a1 understand which lttrs, when adicent s o another o bes eft
Gnjoined

ample, by ersuring that the dontrakes of etes are pvale] s
quistant, and that s of wiin are spaced suffcenty o hat the

increase the by consistency and quaity of thls handriing for ‘ .
ascendersand descendersof eters do ot oueh]

Notes and guidonce(non-tatutory) Each of the Nelkon Handiwriting unis s bosed on acontxt tht ks nto
areasacos he curiculom, andlr ks Up on ey pellng pttarn,
Pupls shoukd bewingfinad hawiting throughout el independant | FHMETcnG the S of e et itk B el tastorsof o nord
wiing, Kanduriig Should continue b taught. Wi he i of mereasing
th flncy ith which pups a1 3be o it Gow whatthey want 1o o

Guidance s gven nth Toacher's Bk abott how teachers can bst ensure
This. in tu, wiluppr hes compositin and spling.

that good handitng s ot Just reseved forhandwiing esons, and sbout

maing the mparance o e, nesres and e 1 ing oo
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e sms ofthenew Nationl Curiculum

vears 5.6

Handvriting and presentaion

pupis shouid be vt o:

it lgiohy fluenty and with ncrasing speed by:

- Choosing which shape of et  us when g choices and
Seing ihether a not 0 join specic letirs

- choosing thewriting implement that I best e for 3 task

How Nelon Handhyriting delivers tese aims

| At vears 5.6, Ntson Handwiting continues o provid structured practice

Torthe ks that v beon developed 5 o1

hidren continue topracse the cins and thebreakltters, loking at
Consitendy of $5ing and spacing.

ekon Handritng empoviers chilrento devslop their v syl of
anwriting from 3 secb bas, choosing thelrwifing implement and
S 5 pproprita o the ccaion.

otes and gidanc (o stautory)

Pupils should contiue to practse handwriting and be encouraged to
rease he spead of 1 50 hat probls with arming eKes o not get.
e way o et wiing o what hey want 0 say.They should bo
st st wha stadrd of hariting b Sppropriatefo  paricular
ok o exarpte, ik note o  inal hondwrtie veson. Theyshould
e taught o 1 an njined s, fo example, orabeling a
sgramor data, witingan emall agass, o for slgebra, and capial
leters for exampe, for filing ina form.

eson Handburting continue  develop witing fluency Spesdwriing
Challenges el chdien pactse sutomatclty and speed.

Chidren are taught about the diference Inexpectation beween nformal
otting: nd na presened versions and v Gpportuns o ractse these
Rrange o contest. rom wiing adaresss o labeing maps and dararms,
el themlar he conests n which oned of unjoined wiing s most
spproprate.
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READY REFERENCE GUIDE
‘The letter forms

The omer-<ase iphabet forsarte Leve:
abcdefghijbimnopqratuvusyz
The lower-ase
abedefghijblmnoparstuvwrys

habet for8ooks 1106

Aeter sant f 8 o the vertcl o th gt ntoduced n i Bk 3
abedefghijiimnopqrstuvwxyz

e owercse print phabet
abcdefghijkimnoparstuywryz

The captaeters nd umert
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
12345678490

These arethesame throughost the chere,

The letter groups

Letter families
I year an, Ntson Hondriing groups the letrsnt st based on hancriting famile. Thse are lters hat
areformed in st v

sect
caodgasfe
sz

Ltujy ,
Ses

ramhkbp

Sets

The oning groups diidetheeters ccording 1 how they vl it cther eters
Group 1

acdehibimnstu

Thiteen fetters with e fcks pls s

Group2

acdegijmnopqrsuywxy

Nineteenfcters which sart t th top of th xheigh.
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Group 3

bfhklt
i letters which tart at the o of the ascender,
Group s
Forvw
Five leters whic inish at the 0p o th xheigh.
The break eters:
bgjpaxyz .
ighteters fter which no joi s made.Jins are ot made t o from theeter 2.
The joins
Group Growp
Thefistion 1 —» 2 inam
Thessondion 1 —» 3 abck
Thetidjon 4 —» 2 cawo
Thefouthjon 4 —» 3 wheb .
The break leters bioger

The joined style
Tha quick brown o jumpsover thazy dog
Letersize

Book sheightof ltte (mm)
Starter Workbook A 0

Starter Workoooks 8  C

Bo0k 1A and 18

Book2

Book3

prsob

saok s

saok 6.

Guidelnes are provided i the Resources and Assessment Books and printable versions are avalable online.




